
 



 

Co-ordinators  Malcom Downie 0439 891 355  Geoff Stevens   0419 298 917 
                                2024 MOPED PLUS CALENDAR                                                             

Meet at Hazelwood Park, Hawthorn Cres. Hazelwood Park   
- all types and makes of motorcycles welcome 
Meet at 9.30 for 10.00am start 
   1st Wednesday of the month 
   3rd Tuesday of the month        Ride destination decided on the day 

Weekend runs take place on the first convenient Sunday after the  
General Meeting.  Usual starting point is Hazelwood Park. 

Allan Vaisham continues in the Club Captain role this year. Allan will 
outline the rides at the general meetings. Also check           
www.classicowners.org       First ride of 2025 see page 15   

8 Dec      MRA Toy Run    www.mrasa.asnau/                                            
                                             2025 
2 Feb  COMCC Annual BBQ  Thorndon Park (see opposite page) 
2 March   41st  All British Day Echunga  www.allbritishday.com 

               Check with   www.classicowners.org or check with  
                      a committee member before setting out 
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 4 Feb              Goolwa  9 August        Williamstown 

 14 April          Mount Pleasant  13 October     Pt Adelaide  

 9 June            Strathalbyn  1 December    Charleston 

2 

 

 FREE TO COMCC Members and their families 
B.Y.O. Chairs, alcoholic and soft drinks 

Thorndon Park is very busy on Sundays and members are advised to arrive 
before 11.30 am for ease of parking - BBQ fired up at 12. 

Organiser Bob Cole would appreciate an email  
rdavidcole@tpg.com.au or phone call  0429 177 413  

to confirm you are attending 

NO MEETINGS IN DECEMBER - Next General Meeting  
           23 Jan 2025 

MID-WEEK AND WEEKEND RIDES continue through  

           December and January (see page 15) 

http://www.classicowners.org
mailto:rdavidcole@tpg.com.au
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   Charlie Brown 
We have received the sad news that 
Charlie Brown has passed away.  
Charlie had been a member of the club 
since 1974, 50 years this year. He also 
served as Treasurer between 2010 -
2014. 
 
Bob Finnie is organising a  ceremony  
to scatter Charlie’s ashes next year.  
Members will be notified when  
arrangements have been made.  

President’s Report, November 2024 
I would like to thank the outgoing President, Alan Kernich  
and his committee, who served in that role for the past 3 years and endured 
the back end of the COVID pandemic. Thankfully those times seem a distant 
memory. The club has welcomed  three fresh faces on the committee this 
year: Malcolm Downie who takes the Secretary’s role, Allan Vaisham who 
has agreed to act as Club Captain, and Mark Howson who will take the So-
cial Secretary position in the New Year. They will bring some new ideas to 
the table for the year 2024-25.  
Our membership has been fairly stable recently, dipping below the 300 
member mark early in the year and then increasing as the year progresses. 
Currently, we have close to 296 financial members. 
Sadly a couple of our long-time members have passed away recently: 
Weitse Keunig, who regularly led the midweek rides on his BMW with wife 
Margaret on pillion, and Life member Charlie Brown, who served as Photog-
rapher (1978-86) and Treasurer (2010-14). They will be much missed. 
We held our inaugural Annual Lunch in August at the British Hotel,              
Pt Adelaide which was a success. 40 members attended with Life Member-
ship bestowed on Bob Cole and the Clubman trophy presented to Allan 
Vaisham. October was a busy month for the club with a Poker Run followed 
by Classics at Hart later in the month. Lew Hylton, Mark Howson, Rob Elliott, 
and the FOMSA committee worked hard to organise these events. Numbers 
were down on previous years; but having attended both, I can state that they 
were a success and were enjoyed by all those who participated. 
Our organised club rides continue with bimonthly Mopeds Plus, midweek 
rides, and monthly weekend rides. The Club Captain reports that numbers 
have increased recently and on December 1st we look forward to the Mo-
peds and the weekend riders intersecting and meeting for a joint lunch at the 
Charleston Hotel. 
We would still like to hear from club members on how to make our general 
meetings more interesting. If you have any ideas, please speak to one of the 
committee members who will table your ideas at our committee meetings.  
Catering at the West Croydon–Kilkenny RSL clubrooms on general meeting 
nights is continuing for the foreseeable future, as long as our members turn 
up. Please take advantage of this opportunity for a bit of socialising before 
the meeting by getting to the RSL early for a tasty and inexpensive meal and 
drink. 
Upcoming events include the club’s Summer BBQ  2 February 2025 at 
Thorndon Park, same venue as last year (see page 3). 
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to all COMCC members and their 
families.                                                        Charles Oliver President 
 

This was a busy quarter for the club and our participation 
 in FOM (see pages 7-11) is always a highlight for me  
and I hope Ride Week returns in 2025. Charlie Brown, COMCC Life Mem-
ber and club of member of 50years, died recently (see Obituary above). As 
well as a motorcycle enthusiast Charlie had a talent as a writer and his se-
ries ‘My Motorcycling Days’ appeared in 11 parts in the Classic Courier in 
the late 1970s. Members of the committee suggested that the articles be 
made available to the members. Librarian Alan Kernich is able to scan the 
old Gestetner printed Courier pages and is turning them into Word docu-
ments so Charlie’s tales can be enjoyed again. 
If you are out on your bike, be aware kangaroos behaving badly don’t con-
fine themselves to the open countryside. I hit one just before the roundabout 
on Chandlers Hill Road and Happy Valley Drive. Fortunately, I was slowing 
for the roundabout, so damage to me and the old Matchless was confined to 
scrapes and bruises. With some help from passing motorists, I got the bike 
off the road, and once I had my breath back, I could start the bike and ride 
home. So, keep your eyes open and make sure you wear all the gear. 
A  Merry and safe Christmas to all members and their families.  

                                                                              Trevor Jones Editor 
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The 2024 Bay to Birdwood took the usual route from West Beach to the  
National Motor Museum. The weather was perfect, and the overall entry 
was just over 1500. I was travelling by car this year, as were at least 3 other 
COMCC members, of the 8 COMCC entrants. The going was a bit slow in 
the middle of the field, even in the hills, which I suppose is a benefit for the 
spectators. The number of motorcycle entries continues to decline; this year 
65 solos outfits and scooters participated. However, it’s one of those ‘love-it 
-or-hate it’ events and I noticed the regular COMCC runners, myself includ-
ed, entered in this year’s run. TJ 
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SUNDAY 20 OCTOBER 2024 

 1912 Triumph 
 Roadster           > 

1934 Coventry Eagle 150cc   V 

^ 1953 NSU Lambretta LC 

    1958 Maico Letta   > 

^ VW with passenger 

 

Classics at Hart 2024 Classics at Hart 2024 

A 

B 

C 

D 

E 

F 

A Harley Davidson Sprint B Tilbrook 
powering along the esplanade  
C 1912 Rudge  D WLA Harley 
E Norton ES2 outfit  F Velocette racer 
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The weather didn’t cooperate with this 
year’s Poker Run. The riders assembled at 
Harts Mill in rain but determined to make 
the trip to Birdwood via some of Adelaide’s 
historic flour mills. Mark shuffled the cards, 
we took our pick, and headed off for the first 
stop at Athelstone. The rain stopped and 

the roads dried; these conditions remained for the rest of the run. Coffee 
break at Cuddlee Creek and the next cards were dealt at Lobethal. The last 
stop on route to Birdwood was Gumeracha, and it was decided to deal the 
last two cards after lunch at Birdwood Mill. Despite the less-than-ideal 
weather conditions, the riders enjoyed the day. Thanks to Mark Howson for 
organising the Poker Run and Miranda for the catering.            TJ 

Best  hand    Rod Bailey 

2nd Best  Chris & Hunter 

3rd Best  Shaun O’Leary  Worst  Lew Hylton  Mark  
Howson (left) sympathises 

Organiser Mark with BBQ queens 
left Miranda and right Alison 

Athelstone Mill stop 

Organiser Mark with BBQ queens 
left Miranda and right Alison 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Well, this year's events are now over and I am sure all those who 
attended would agree that we have had a great year. Culminating 
in the handover at "Classics at Hart" of a cheque for $12000.00 to 
Hazel Jourdin from SAHMRI on the Saturday morning opening of 
the event. This money has been allocated to the purchase of 
a Microplate Reader.  A microplate reader is a laboratory instru-
ment that is used to measure chemical, biological, or physical re-
actions, properties, and analytes within the well of a microplate. 
The Mill to Mill Poker Run was attended by a hardy bunch who en-
joyed themselves with only a couple of minor mishaps along the 
way. All arrived home safe. "Classics at Hart" was attended by ap-
proximately 1600 visitors over the two days. They enjoyed great 
food and music and the sights and sounds of a range of machines 
from across the decades. We will be doing a review to determine 
how we can make the event even better in the future. The "FOMsa 
goes to the Dogs" event was supported by 33 guests who enjoyed 
a very different experience to our other events. The food was great 
and the venue spectacular. I would like to thank Greyhound Racing 
SA for their support, and we look forward to staging another under-
cover winter swap meet in the future at this great venue. 
Now for the important bit: FOMsa can only continue to do good 
things for our community with your support. If you have time and 
would like to become part of the volunteer organising Committee, 
please nominate for a position.  
   
More information https://fomsa.org/contact-us/ 
                                                                             

                                                                          Lew Hylton 

Worst  Lew Hylton  Mark  
Howson (left) sympathises 
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A B C 
D 

E 

F 

G 

H 

I 

J 
K 

A  1950s weekend away   B Lucky Bastard Simon 

CZ 125  C Best scooter Alan ‘Bella’  D Shiniest 

Bonneville  E 1930s Excelsior Manxman  F Paul & 

Evangeline at the COMCC shop  G Cavalcade start 

H Beauty & the Beast I  Suzuki SP370  J Allan and 

Lylton with the Tilbrook  3 wheeler  K Douglas 

ready to cavalcade. 
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Weekend Ride 27th October 2024 
The weather was perfect as 10 riders gathered on an assortment of motor-
bikes for our October Sunday ride. The captain led up Greenhill Rd, Swamp 
Rd, through Lobethal, to Gumeracha, where one bike turned off, then onto 
Forreston Rd. A left turn onto the lovely views of Hill Rd and onto the  
Williamstown Rd to our morning stop at the Williamstown, Baker’s Street 
Bakery, where we met up with Ray Hill. The warm sunny weather made this 
a very relaxed stop, in fact it was hard to get the guys back on their ma-
chines. By the time we had had a quick stop at the public amenities and got 
on the road again we had been in Williamstown a full hour! This is in no way 
a complaint. It illustrates how comfortable it was chatting to other club mem-
bers. We set out for Mount Pleasant, via Warren Rd and Crick’s Mill Rd. In 
Mt Pleasant we turned left and then right on Tungkillo Rd, which we fol-
lowed to Palmer. Here we split up with four turning onto Davenport Rd, 
which is a very scenic 12 km of dirt, but hard surface road. The remaining 6 
bikes followed the Mannum Rd, turning left at Milendella Rd, and then onto 
Angus Valley Rd and Mount Pleasant where the two groups were to meet at 
Lovell’s Bakery. The four dirt road riders were just dismounting when the 
others turned up; perfect timing! Lunch as always was enjoyable. Your re-
porter spent most of it listening to Tony M and David S reminiscing about 
the days they raced bikes. Absolutely hair raising: both are much braver 
than your reporter! A very enjoyable ride, which showed the practicality of 
programming rides that include dirt roads. This opens lots of possibilities for 
future rides. Thanks Tony M for riding Tail End, and thanks to all the others 
for a great ride! 
                                        Club Captain          Allan V   Honda CB450 1971 

 
 

Cruiser Friendly Ride Sunday Ride 1st September 2024 
Only five riders turned up at Hawthorn Crescent, but Rod and Alison Bailey 
joined us in their car. The weather was overcast and a blustery wind was 
blowing as the Club Captain led the riders up Greenhill Rd. to the other side 
of Uraidla. It was misty and the road wet, but by the time we reached 
Balhannah the road was dry and stayed dry for the rest of the ride. The wind 
however stayed with us for the rest of the ride. As planned, we kept a mod-
est pace through Woodside, Mount Torrens and Birdwood, arriving at the 

Lovell’s Bakery at Mount Pleasant, at 11 
o’clock where we were joined by two oth-
er bikes. 
We sat inside the Bakery out of the wind. 
As usual the conversation was interesting 
and varied, and it was almost with reluc-
tance that we mounted up again for  
Walker Flat. 
Once on Angus Valley Rd, we had a tail 
wind and the weather at the bottom of the 

hill was pleasantly warm and mostly sunny. We crossed the river and head-
ed for Bow Hill enjoying the views of the river on our right, the green of pad-
docks, and the glorious gold of the newly blossoming wattle. 
The cafe at Bow Hill was surprisingly quiet so the lunch orders were quickly 
served. The conversation centred on the 
evils of ethanol in petrol and the short com-
ings of the political party system. 
After lunch Alison and Rod turned their car 
towards Walker Flat, the five bikes set out for 
Mannum where we crossed the river and 
turned for home. It now became obvious that 
the Club Captain, who had chosen to ride a 
250 Yamaha, would have benefited from a 
few more ccs. The combination of steep hills 
and a strong head wind had him struggling to keep over 80kph. Two riders 
went on ahead and two stayed with the struggling Yamaha all the way to 
Birdwood, where we stopped for a break, after which we set out inde-
pendently for home. 
It was a relaxed and enjoyable ride, and the small number of riders can be 
attributed to Father’s Day commitments. Your Reporter has never seen few-
er other motorcycles on the roads, a lesson learned for planning future 
rides. Thanks to the those who turned up on bikes and car and for the pa-
tience of the two who stayed with the leader.    
                          Allan Vaisham Club Captain                Yamaha SR250 

https://classicowners.org/weekend-ride-27th-october-2024/
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Do you have  
CLUB (HISTORIC) 
   REGISTRATION ? 

Ride 2nd October 2024 
A glorious sunny morning saw 20 riders gather for our first weekday ride of 
October. Almost every type of motorcycle was represented, including a Hon-
da Africa Twin, two Triumph Tridents, and too many others to mention. At 10 
o’clock Richard Holroyd led us up Green Hill Rd, through Uraidla, to 
Lenswood, a left turn at the Cold Store 
where about 20 bikes passed us going the 
other way. We rode down Fox Creek Rd, 
Gorge Rd, on towards Birdwood, and our 
Morning stop. About 3km from Birdwood we 
came across a cow standing in the middle of 
the road the white line between front and 
back legs and looking perplexed but not 
moving. A couple of our riders encouraged it 

down a side 
road and 
hopefully 
away from 
danger. 
Our morning stop was at Lovell’s Bakery. 
Because of the number of riders, some sat 
inside, but most chose to enjoy the sunshine 
outdoors. 
We set out for Mannum and lunch via Mount 
Pleasant.  Angas Valley Rd, then left on 
Milendella Rd took us all the way to Man-
num. The straight and relatively smooth 
road from the bottom of the hill to Mannum, 
gave us 

a chance to open the throttle and enjoy 
a cruise through some thirsty looking 
country. 
At Mannum, we parked at the river front 
and walked up to the bakery returning 
to the river to enjoy our lunch. 
The warm weather made us a little lazy 
and it took some persuading to get peo-
ple back on their bikes. Richard led us 
home via Palmer, Birdwood, Lobethal, 
and Uraidla, with riders dropping out for 
home. 
Thanks to Richard for leading an out-
standing ride and to Chris and Trevor for tail end duty! 

Ride 6 &19 November  2024 
The Club Captain, was unwell for the first ride of the month on Wednesday 
6th November. Martin Blindell kindly offered to lead the ride, and 15 bikes 
turned up. It was an excellent ride with stops at the Strawberry Farm near 
Nairne and lunch at Milang. 
Tuesday 19th November was led by the Club Captain. 28 bikes gathered at 
Hawthorn Crescent; our morning stop was Meadows. A Yamaha XS650 hit a 
bump and stopped dead, the owner chose to wait for the RAA. In Meadows, 
most chose to get their refreshments at the Pick a Pie shop, but a few went 
to Mawson’s Cafe further up the road. The captain should have made the 
route clear to the riders before leaving, because as we rode off some ride 
headed home and others followed them instead of the leader. As a result we 
lost some riders who had intended to go on with us. By the time we reached 
Yankalilla there were only 8 bikes left. Some of us took the opportunity to 
ride over the Myponga Dam on the way home; the road is now open again. 
                                                                     Allan Vaisham   Club Captain 

The first ride of next year will be on  
             NEW YEAR’S DAY  WEDNESDAY  1 JANUARY 2025 
 A Coast ride around Port Adelaide and beaches, ending at Glenelg has 
been proposed, The Captain feels that a Sunday is too busy a time for both 
traffic and hospitality, so the ride will be held during a midweek ride. Details 
to be announced soon. 

 Detlef Voges    Mt Barker Springs  Louise Earl      Prospect 

 Blair Boyer      Gulfview  Heights  Pawel Burnat  

 Chris Tercy   

 Ian Williamson   

Shane Longmire  
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Life Member Barry Young sent 
in this suitably festive  
contribution to the December 
edition of the Courier.  
From the ‘The Motorcycle’  8 
November  1951, a report on 
the secret life of motorcycles... 
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PO Box 642 Plympton, South Australia 5038 
www.classicowners.org  e-mail: secretary@classicowners.org  

OFFICE BEARERS   2024 - 2025 
PATRON:         Gary Johanson 
President   Charles Oliver  0466 863 932        president@classicowners.org 
V. President  Ed  Lowrey 0413 304 979   vicepresident@classicowners.org 
Secretary  Malcolm Downie  0439 891355       secretary@classicowners.org 
Treasurer  Dominic Brown 0407 396 935      treasurer@classicowners.org 
Club Captain     Allan Vaisham  
Social Sec       Mark Howson  0439 831 862 
Member Sec  Ed  Lowrey 0413 304 979      membership@classicowners.org                   
Special Events   Lew Hylton   8449 7470 / 0488 800 857   
                                                                              events@fomsa.org 
Librarian           Allan Kernich    0429 093 821     
Photographer   Not appointed 
Moped Co-ordinators  Malcolm Downie & Geoff Stevens (contact see p2) 
Federation Rep    Rod Bailey             
MAGAZINE & WEBPAGE 
Mag Editor     Trevor Jones    8298 7545      magazine@classicowners.org 
Web Editor   Malcolm Downie  0439 891355   secretary@classicowners.org                      
Club Regalia     Evangeline Finnie   
Web Designer     Geoff  Woodberry    
CLUB (Historic) REGISTRATION 
Machine Registrar    Bob Finnie     0411 687 666 
South   Paul David    0403 903 071      Barry Young         0419 858 871 
Enquiries about club registration (Historic Registration) should be directed to 
the Machine Registrars. Information is posted on  
Club Requirements for registering historic vehicles – The Classic Owners Motorcycle 
Club Inc. on the club’s website www.classicowners.org 

                CLUB MEMBERSHIP FEES    2024-2025 
                             Joining   $15 (includes lapel badge)    
          
              Full  $35                                                         Pensioner   $30 
                  Magazine printed and posted $15 or  e-mailed free 
         
         All membership renewals due before 30 June of each year 
  
General Meetings    4th Tuesday every  month (except Dec.),  7.45pm 
 at West Croydon & Kilkenny RSL, 19 Rosetta St.,  West Croydon.  A basket 
supper follows - contributions welcome. Meals available before the meeting  

from the RSL kitchen. 
Committee Meetings  3rd Tuesday of every  month (except Dec.), 7.30pm  
at West Croydon & Kilkenny RSL, 19 Rosetta St.,  West Croydon.  Open to 
all members. 

  
Members may place ads in  For Sale & Wanted on the Club website and in the 
Classic Courier. 
Ads for motorcycles or cars for sale must have either a Rego number or an 
Engine number. 
Photos can also be placed on the website: 
        - send ads to Trevor Jones  8298 7545  magazine@classicowners.org or 
            Malcolm Downie  secretary@classicowners.org 
        - submit ads in writing at general meetings   
         - post ads to PO Box 642 Plympton, South Australia 5038. 
Ads placed on the website will  also appear in the Classic Courier and Courier ads 
on the website. 

Magazine ads will run for two issues (6 months) unless renewed. 
Please withdraw ads that are no longer required. 

For Sale & Wanted ads will run for two issues. Placement  of ads restricted to Club 
members only. Photos of most of these items on www.classicowners.org 

FOR SALE 
1975 BMW R90S 54116km good 
condition 
Krauser Classic Panniers  
original toolkit  pump regular service 
history  
new paint, many parts replaced or 
reconditioned since 2007. 
Engine recondition 10000km ago  
TIE943 on club registration. $22,000 
Detlev                        0437918221 
GARAGE Sale  
Frank is having a clear out– this is a 
sample of his wares, space doesn’t  
permit the full list –see 
www.clasicowners.org or contact 
Frank Milligan    
                   Text only 0412 247 489 
1963 Honda Benly Twin 
 Honda Z50 Wreck or Restore? 
1954 Excelsior 197 
1954? DKW 250 single basket case 

1983 CB1100RD 
Villers Engine Basket case, incomplete 
CB200 Twin 60% 
1973 S110 Honda Benly Basket case 
Suzuki TS 250 Rough 
Suzuki RL 250 Rough 
CB500 Four approx. 20% Very rough 
1968? Honda CB125 Twin 
1973 w/cooled Honda Z360 , rough 
make one from two also Piles of Odd-
ments 
 
2003 HONDA   250 
(Unregistered  ( YYK613 ) 
Completely as new, unmarked 
Xtras: new tyres, battery, cover,  
Martins Clock, First Aid Kit 
Make an offer $2000 plus - 
Wflight 5245@email .com 
Warren Duncan  0417 882 625                          
WANTED 
Kawasaki Z650 parts 1977-1980 
Ray Chappell            0423 956 664 

    Evangeline has the club regalia on sale at the General Meetings. 
                Is your bike complete without a COMCC sticker? 
              Are you complete without a COMCC windcheater? 

http://www.classicowners.org
mailto:secretary@classicowners.org
mailto:president@classicowners.org
mailto:merchandise@classicowners.org
mailto:secretary@classicowners.org
mailto:treasurer@classicowners.org
mailto:classicsathart@classicowners.org
mailto:classicsathart@classicowners.org
mailto:magazine@classicowners.org
mailto:secretary@classicowners.org
https://classicowners.org/club-registration/
https://classicowners.org/club-registration/
mailto:magazine@classicowners.org
mailto:editor@classicowners.org
tel:+61417882625


 

       March - May  2025 
   General Meeting last week  
          in February  2024 


